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Headt eacher 6s Message

Dear Parents and Carers,

What a busy end to this hatérm. The children have been completing their topics and | have been really im
by what they have learnt and the outcomes of their work. It was lovely to see lots of you at-tifetopi

press

presentations for Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3 and | know the children really benefitted from getting the opportunity

shar their learning with you.

Our Early Years children thoroughly enjoyed their Dinosaur Workshop last week. It was particularly poignamt bec:

the workshops were delivered by Peter Tabois, the owner of Travelling Natural History, who was a
Summercroft 60 years ago when the school was first built. Peter was delighted to be back at his forme

pupil
I prim

school! He has successfully built his company over many years and is working across the globe with
bookings, museum collaborations and appearances on Sky TV. It was great to see him deliver the interac
and inspire our current Early Years children.

ntern:
ive Se

Competition. The idea for this came from the children through our Smart School Council and Mr Eat@n ha:

| have been absolutely blown away by the quality and thought that has gone into the entries for our House

overseen the competition. Our them®nfersityhas been embraced with great empathy and we were partic
touched and moved by hearing the children explain the sentiment behind their artwork. Hearing about the
cultures within our community and celebrating their heritage was a really special opportunity and one that c
embed the sense of belonging in our school. It was almost impossible to choose the winners as all the wor

arly
differ

bntinu
had

meaning, but in the end Jhia, Charlotte K and Nayana were the top 3. Goldfinch were the overall winngrs of

House Cup. We will be putting the entries up on display around school so please do make sure you
opportunity to look at the display when you are next in school.

Jhia P- 3rd place

Charlotte K- 2nd place Nayaa T- 1st place

This week we have been celebrating STEM Week. The theme has been looking at the elements of earth
and air. The week was introduced with a fun and interactive assembly by Mrs Lamb and Ms Lynch, who
experiments involving the four elements. All the children then completed their own experiments back in cla

take

fire,
cond
s and

has also been a focus on sustainability and ensuring the children develop a better understanding of the importan

why we need to find sustainable ways to look after the planet. Ms Lynch has also elected a new Sustainab

lity St

who will be responsible for supporting our own efforts to be more sustainable.
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Headteacherds Message continued

Sadly, Mary has decided it is time for her to retire and will be leaving us on FridaygJ&;"
February. Mary has been the head cook at Summercroft for just over 21 years &

served up well over a million lunches during that time. | know many of you will hav¢® &
0ltds not as nice as Maryds lunches, O v
the children and staff. Mary has been such a dedicated and passionate head cook; s
about all of the children, knows them |
each day. She also has a very fun and mischievous side which we will all miss. | a
will join me in wishing her a happy and widkerved retirement when she can focus ma
herself and enjoying her swimming and leisure activities. | am delighted that she
come back to listen to readers and help with litter-pjuk around the school so she will
be part of the Summercroft community.

After the halfterm break we will be celebrating Mental Health Week from 23rd February, when the theme
This is My Plac€he aim is to encourage children to feel a strong sense of belonging in all of their comm

will k
unitie

and out of school. | will launch the week with an assembly and this will be followed up in class wjth fu

activities.

Parent consultations are taking placeMonday 2nd Marchand Wednesday 4th MarchDetailed informatio
has already been sent so you can sign up. This is an important opportunity for you to speak with the cl
and see your childdés Il earning in their books.

| hope you all have a lovely hatérm and | look forward to welcoming everyone back at 8:45am on Mg
23rd February.

Kind regards,

Stephen Jess
Headteacher

SS te

nday

Wty  TESCO
ASPECTS Evevy bittle bolps
Support us at your local Tesco!

Vote for us with your blue tokens and help us
raise up to £1000 for our support service.

We offer a support service to vulnerable children and
their families in your school, helping them through
some of life’s tough challenges. We aim to remove

barriers to education and'wellbeing.

aspects@allsaintsihentsischiulk 01279758134
01279 307477 www.summercroft.herts.sch.uk

admin@summercroft.herts.sch.uk
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Summercroft Science & Sustainability Updates
Royal Society's Young People's Book Prize

Summercroft was chosen to once again help the Sogiglty's Young People's Book © \
Prize.The shortlist was chosen by a panel of five adult judges and they have askefss/
10,000 young people in schools across the country to form their own judging pan
read, discuss and judge the books themseMas.books shortlisted this year are:

Green: The Story of Plant Life on our Figiidicola Davies

The Animal Body BdmkJess French

Patiencéy Rachel Williams

The History of Informatiby Chris Haughton with Loonie Park

The Rocks Bobk Nancy Dickmann

The Wild Life of Dinosaurs and Other Prehistoric Amjirviike Barfield

= =4 =4 -8 8 9

Summercroft are proud that for the third consecutive year, we have been selecte
of the schools around the UK to review the six bookgrandery — ;
thankful to a team from Years 5 and 6 who have carefully reviewed &%
books on four criteria: interest, look and feel, ease of reading and g
|nsp|rat|on This year was a tough decision so we had two titles whic}
as our winning selectidrhe Animal Body Boahkd The Rocks Boake
will have to wait until March to see if other schools agreed with us al
which book is named overall winner!

All the shortlisted books will now be in the school library for everyor™
look at and enjoy. Have a read and do let us know whighustop pick!

Sustainability Initiatives- Help Save the Planet and Get Tech For the School!

Wedre excited to | et vy olheHiddenwreasuiesHudtadum,matisnal reoyding h als |

challenge that helps children learn how to responsibly manage old, unwanted or broken tech and electricals
working together as a community to win tech for their school.

The Hidden Treasure Hunt is awl#e call to action for schools and families. Children are learning that old ele

while

ctrical

i t ems ar éthey tontainwduablesmiaterials that can be reused, rather than wasted. By taking part, families

help bring this learning to life at home, reduce electrical waste, and support our school at the same time.

How it works
Taking part is simple, and every family can join in.

Step One: Rummage
Have a hunt at home for old, unwanted or broken tech and electricals. Anything
battery, plug or cable counéfrom old chargers and toys to phones, tablets, laptop
and small appliances.

sy

Step Two: Recycle
You can recycle your electrical items at your nearest Currys store or at one of ov
30,000 local recycling po iRecycle yourwlbciriaalk
I f you take your electrical along tag
voucher when you spend £25 or more. Some items, such as laptops, tablets, mo
consoles, may be wor timhscheroéjustask mstorel g h

Continued on next page. o [ po @



https://www.hiddentreasurehunt.org/
https://bit.ly/45NM7N6
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Summercroft Science & Sustainability Updates, continued

Pleaseremember o back up and remove any per s ovisiltHecydeaydua b e

Step Three: Register
To earn a planet care point for our schd@r(ns and conditions apgpseehiddentreasurehunt.fog details)

At a Currys store, scan the QR code in store to register your recycling

At a local recycling point, visitddentreasurehunt.otg register your items

What s in it for our school and families?
1 Schools compete on a national leaderboard to win Currys vouchers for Microsoft tech!

1 Top prizes include £10,000, £3,000 and £2,000 in tech for schools
1 Every participating school is entered into termly prize draws for £1,000 in tech
1 {:e%rﬂilies who register their recycling are entered into termly prize draws to win £100 Currys vouchers for M

This is a brilliant opportunity for our whole school community to learn, take action together, and make a real diffe
locally and nationally. You can find full detailstattdentreasurehunt.org

Letds start hunting for hidden treasure and recycl
bring in your batteries and printer cartridges into school for recyctiotiection bins are in the schoo™ " ! _1
foyer. = 2

STEM Week 2026
The theme of this year's STEM WeekTesFour Elements; Earth, Air, Fire and Water

To get our week off to a great start we all got together for our launch assembly where we enliste’Z".
help of some superheroes to have a go at some experiments to demonstrate the power of the f
elements!
Mr Eaton had the superpower of air and showed how he could knock down a structure without L
hands, instead creating a vortex. Mr Carter had the superpower of fire. He showed how he coul
candle swing by itself by burning both ends. The children also saw how Mrs Fuat could make a
ink on it move through the water on its own using her superpower of water. And finally, we all wg

together to create a mini 'earthquake' to knock over a tower of cups by all jumping at the same t P

(0]

electricals'to find out how. Any tech you drop off at Currys will also be safely data wiped to UK Government standard

icro

Fenc

We hope you enjoy reading about the fun activities and STEM learning that have taken place during the rest of tlle W

Did you know you can raise money for the school every time you shop ahtineextra cost to you? Whether it's the
weekly food shop, booking a holiday, or a cheeky takeaway, over 8,000 big names like John Lewis, Argos, ASOS

Sainsburyés and Just Eat will donate to our PTA. #
that will directly benefit the children. It takes 2 minutes to set up! s
i - Raise free donations for
How it works: School P every ine
you shop online! a
Sign up for free herdattps://www.easvfundraisinq.orq.uk/causes/summercroftprimarvschoonf’ OO0
Shop as normal. D = e e

The retailer will send us the funds! YR (R

PTA Fundraising Initiative!



https://bit.ly/4r1qWiG
https://bit.ly/4r1qWiG
https://www.hiddentreasurehunt.org/
https://www.hiddentreasurehunt.org/
https://www.hiddentreasurehunt.org/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/summercroftprimaryschoolpta/
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EYFS
Wedve Had A Dinotastic Ti me!

|ltds been a very exciting few weeks across Early
immersed themselves into their learning and have become dinosaur expf\ :

learning many facts about specific dinosaurs, including how much they

herbivore! The children have also enjoyed becoming palaeontologists in g\
role play area whilst looking closely at dinosaur bones and fossils.

Over the past few weeks, the children have been busy collaging dinosal 1
using different materials and media, making 2D shape dinosaurs as well
making their own fossil from salt dough.

The most exciting news came when we found out that the eggs we were
keeping safe had hatched, but whatever was inside them had disappear
This sparked lots of conversation amongst the children and they decidec e
would be best to make a trap to see if we could catch the creature who |€
eggs. The children worked collaboratively to create a trap using sticks arng
branches which they found during forest school. A few days later we we
check the traps and were delighted when we found not one, but three
dinosaurs!

In Reception,he chil dren created ©6What
and had to guess what dinosaur was inside. They have also been lookini_"
doubling during maths, as well as looking at odd and even numbers.

writing their name. In maths they have been continuing to learn about nu;
to five whilst counting out the correct amount of objects needed to matc
particular number.

We were very lucky to have a

Hi story Museumd. The children
were in awe of all of the items he brought along, as well as the fa
he told us. He was amazed with how much we had learnt this hal
What a fabulous way to end
our dinosaur topic!

01279 307477 www.summercroft.herts.sch.uk
admin@summercroft.herts.sch.uk
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Year 1
Water Flowing Everywhere!

During STEM week, our first focus was the element of water. We talked about how fun water play can bg.
the recent amount of rain, we also considered how and why water should be conserved. We explored e
of water walls and learnthat the key design idea was water alway ™™ ¥ =% = -

flows downwards. Many children fondly remembered playing wit
water wall in Reception and were thrilled at the idea of designing
of their own. Just like real designers, the children sketched their
then worked together using teamwork and probsetaing skills to
construct a water wall using recycled materials. They are very pre
of their creation and are excited for the rest of the school to enjo
when we are back on the field. A huge thank you to parents for y,

fantastic support in raiding your recycling tdnvge ¢ o u | Vv
done it without you! 3

Our second focus in STEM Week was the element of air. It is ha
understand an element that you cannot see! The children saw th
of the air when the vortex blew the cups over in assembly. In clas
investigated bubbles. The children learnt that bubbles are soapy
surrounding air, so we knew that we had captured air. We used
engineering skills and tenacity to build frames to create cuboid
bubbles. We now all love a cuboid bubble in Year 1!

—

cookies. The children focused on understanding new vocabulary, readingeading a recipe, and following
steps carefully. All the careful preparation
part was sharing our scrummy cookies with our grpsain

In English, the children have become experts on wiri wiri peppers. We also spent time preparing to maI our

Des
ampl

e a

In maths, we are continuing to work on numbers to 20. The children have been using number bonds within 1(

help solve addition problems within 20. For example, if we know that 6+2=8, then 16+2=18. We have bg
using a game to help with quick recall of number bohtiss://www.topmarks.co.uk/matismes/hitthe-
button

S G -
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https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
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Year 2

What A Busy Half Term!

To finish of ouGreat Fire of Londamit, the children became Thomas Fariner, the baker! They had the cha
knead, plait, knot and twist dough before creating their own breaddels hope they enjoyed eating them at
home! We all thoroughly enjoyed welcoming you
everyone who came; it was a brilliant afternoon!

F 4 W et

In English, the children have been very busy finishing off our unithbot
Dark They started by making their glow jars, which they were excited ; g
about! From this, they wrote detailed instructions on how to make one
children included imperative verbs, time conjunctions and adverbs to e’
their instructions were clear and precise. Once they had finished, they!
them up and presented them as whole class book. i

The children have been working on recognising various flat 2D and so
shapes. Over the last week, the children have been identifying their fa

edges, and vertices to describe their properties. From this, they were ¢
sort them as well as applying them within patterns. |~

This week has been STEM Week, and our focus is the el@seatits air, ?
wind and fire. We began the week by creating our own paper Tudor
houses, just like the house during the Great Fire of London. The childregy—y
watched from a distance as their houses were burnt down. We discusse

being a windy and dry day. The houses were made from flammable ma
as well as being close together. The children were incredibly excited to }
it all happen right in front of their eyes!

It has been a very busy half term, and the children have worked incredil§§
hard. We hope you have a lovely break.

nce 1

nt
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Year 3

Mountains Of Modroc!

Year 3 have been very Mwsangresentaion. We mge sfeot some thne learming e k
about famous mountains in different continents around the world and the mountaineers who dare to climp them.
your children if they can tell you who were the first people to reach the summit of Mount _,
Everest, who was the first woman to reach its summit, and who were thé)lwk gHoup to i -
reach the top of the worl dos mq.j S - 7 S in.

The children have shown great team work, building their mountains &
covering them (and themselves!) in Modroc. They had lots of fun ang
mountains looked fantastic. Thank you to all those who were able to
the presentation. It was great to see so many parents and carers the &
wonderful to see the children sharing their learning with pride and
enthusiasm.

STEM WeekBraving the Elements

This STEM Week, we took a deep dive into the forces o-
nature that shape our world: earth, wind, fire and water.
connecting these ancient elements to modern science g
technology, Year 3 discovered how we can harness the
power of nature to solve 2kste nt ury pr ob I\
upcycling, by transforming "waste" into wearable art,

(Earth), capturing the power of the breeze (Wind), mastt
energy (Fire), or conserving our most precious resource
(Water), our students are proving that they have the tools to build a better, more reS|
world."

To Ban or Not to Bané. That i s 2 St
We concl uded t hi s The Kingfwhotb@nethihe Deihradgrip dowrh |
conscience alley. The children discussed and then wrote a balanced argument for ar \
against the kingds decision to ban th
Sunville. The king himself then listened to the children's

arguments and came to his final decision. Will the ban be
lifted? Or will the villagers of Sunville be forced to live in a
World of artificial light, 24 hours a day?




