Summercroft News

10 October 2025

Headteacher ds Message

Dear Parents and Carers,

It was lovely to see so many of you at All Saints Church on Monday to celebk_
Harvest Festival. The children sang beautifully and our readers delivered thu
with clarity and confidence. It was a great opportunity to share the imp_
message of thanks and being grateful for everything we have. | am extrf.
grateful for the generosity you s
Stortford Food Bank. The goods were all collected on Tuesday and we mang
fill the van! Jane Towns from the Food Bank wanted me to extend their appr¢
so that they can continue to support local families through challenging times. £
get in touch if you feel you need any further support or would benefit fron
advice.

We have also be celebrating Black History Month through assemblies and the curriculum.
been developing an understanding of why Black History Month is celebrated and used
Change Sing® discuss the changes that have happened, people who have fought fg
changes and what needs to change further. | was really proud of the children for their con
and the sensitive way in which they listened to and supported the message of being incl
fighting for equal rights for everyone. This message is embedded throughout many top
curriculum and we will continue to celebrate diversity in our community. ~ fudGomn i\ leenk

Our Year 6 children recently applied for roles of responsibility across the school and went through a min
process. They came prepared with ideas about how to promote and further embed our Ready, Respectfu
behaviour expectations as well as promoting our-Bultying policy. We were really pleased with how well

for the responsibilities on the Year 6 page.

childrends speaking and | istening skills. We ha
and benefitted from the external view of three local headteachers from the Envision partnership. There w
strengths identified, including the development of oracy being strongly led by Miss Tarran and Mrs Lam

workshop we have also come up with a shared action plan which includes embedding talk tactics across
and developing a consistent toolkit of language. | look forward to sharing further updates as we move th
year.

Looking ahead, we have Arts Week starting on 20th October. The theme this year is the Festival of Lights
Together. We are delighted to have Kate Wakeling visiting us to launch the week ="+~ ~

poetry assembly for Year 1 to Year 6, followed by a workshop for our Year 6s. The

then recite the poems they have written in the workshop to grandparents and granc ?

We would welcome any grandparents and grandfriends to come and join us. Throug D¢

rest of the week the children will be looking at different light festivals: in Early Years : 1
KS1 Lantern Festival, LKS2 Matariki Festival and UKS2 Northern Lights Festival. |
looking forward to seeing the poetry and art outcomes at the end of the week. Thant
Mrs Fuat and Mrs Brodie for developing the themes for the week and organising the ¢

I hope you all have a lovely weekend and enjoy the beautiful autumnal weather while it lasts. h
Kind regards,

Mr Jess
Headteacher

children conducted themselves throughout the process and | am pleased to share the children who have b

As mentioned at the start of the year, we are having a drive on developing oracy across the school to im

attitude of children towards using talk tactics and the use of sentence stems to promote good oracy. H
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EYFS
In Every House, On Every Street!

In EYFS the children have been continuing theit topit s G o o ahd hawe reBeatly bMen looking at their
families.

In Reception, the children read the bbokvery House, On Every Strigeless Hitchman and in Nursery the chiI(Lre
read the bookSo Muclby Trish Cooke. We then spoke about who is in our own family and how each family i
special, even though it may | ook different to sp

h

vJ

We drew pictures of our families and spoke about the things we like to do with them. Nursery arranged 2D
create a shape house and Reception collaged 2D town sceglesting the correct shapes needed to represent

different houses and homes. jra“

Across Early Years we have also read the stbg™==
Colour Monstary Anna Llenas. The book is aboggil
a monster who has lots of colours all over him . :
is feeling confused. A girl helps the colour mon
to separate his colours into jars and each colo
linked to a different emotion.

about how itds ok to
what we can do if we were ever feeling a certai
way. The children discussed what might make £
feel happy, sad, angry, scared, loved and calm’

We also learnt the different Makaton signs whic
represent each feeling! In Reception, the childr.
used fat and thin brushes to paint the different

colour monsters and in Nursery the children snipped coloured paper and stuck it on;
outline to make their own monster!

I'n maths, Nursery have been expl or i ngies

criteria such as number of points and holes in buttons.

What a busy and fun few weeks the children have had!

01279 307477 www.summercroft.herts.sch.uk
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Year 1

Blast Off!

It has been incredibly exciting in Year 1. Miss Borg and Mrs Lamb were inspired by the character Jaban. Just

Jabari, they poured, mi xed ingredients and magd
on the roof! The children wrote comic strips and sentences about the launch. They listened for the g
words and remembered to use finger spaces between the words.

In design and technology lessons, the children have learnt how to join materials and plan proj

e
ounds

pCts. -

successfully stuck to their plans and built their own freestanding structures. The children showed creativit

resilience in abundance. Thank you to all the parents and carers for their donations of cardboard and
I n maths, we have been investigating 6one mor ¢
understanding. Leading on from this, the class used number lines to show one less. It was trick
remember which way to jump on the number line.

We have been working on learning about human senses in science lessons. We have conduc

ateria

at fi

ted Vi

experiments to understand our senses. We had variety of scents and the children predicted what they w

Vanilla was the most popular aroma, and they most disliked the smell of vinegar. When investigating

taste,

children graded t he fItpmoved tobesinteaestingdthatunat ailytt@e children ltked garsdt
disliked the same things.
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Year 2
My Pet Potato!

We have had a busy exciting few weeks with our new text in EfidgisiPet Potatdhe children met a little
boy called Albert who was particularly sad as he was desperate for a pet. His dad gave him a present
when he opened it, he found it was a potato! From this, the children were each given their own potato
into something. They loved using a variety of craft materials to create their own pet potato. We had c
superheroes and even fairies! The children are very excited to find out what happens next in the story

We are still busy on our UK tour, which we started in England. So far, wj
learnt many facts about England and have tasted crumpets, which were~
popular! We are now heading to Wales, with a focus on the Welsh drag

In art we have been inspired by the work of Antony Gormley and have b
using our observation skills to sketch the human form. The children four§’\g=]
fascinating being about to draw humans in different shaplesy were
brilliant!

In science, we have moved on from learning about animals and their ne
humans. We have been thinking about how we can keep our bodies he:
We began by looking at exercise and conducted an experiment to see v
happens to our bodies when we do exercise. We practised feeling our h
rate before and after exercise to compare the differences. The children
they were feeling hot and sweaty after!

and
oturnit
s, dogs,
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Year 3

Mummies, Mummies Everywhere!

We have picked up the pace over the last two weeks with our fapient Egypiéve have discussed Ancie
Egyptian pastimes, and the children learnt how to play an Ancient Egyptian game called Senet, which|they

really enjoyed! Senet is a game of chance which is a bit like snakes and ladders, but instead of throwihg a dice
you have to throw a twsided stick!

This week we learnt all about the process of mummification through mummifying a Barbie doll. First, we had to
wash the body. This would have been done with red wine and water from the Nile. Next, the brain woyld have
been removed using a long hook pushed up the nose and wiggled about. Then the organs (liver, lung$, intestir
and stomach) would have been removed and placed in Canopic jars. After that, the body would have been
covered in salt, called natron, and left for 40 days. (We counted to 40 after covering Barbie in salt). The excess
salt would have been removed and the body wrapped tightly in many layers of linen strips. The linen Was then
wrapped in a waxy substance called resin to seal it. Finally, a death mask would have been placed ovgr the
face and the body positioned in a sarcophagus with personal items such as jewellery, sometimes food, clothes
and weapons for their journey to the afterlife. The children took on the different roles of mummificationjand hac
great fun.

Our young historians have been hard at work constructing their very own Ancient Egyptian settlementg! Using
paper, card, sticky tape and plenty of teamwork, pupils designed villages complete with farmland, irrigiation
systems, and even tools like the shaduf (a clever-liftiteg device). The children showed great creativity zFld
problemsolving as they built and explained how these features helped Ancient Egyptians survive and fhrive
along the River Nile. They are especially excited to share their hard work and knowledge during our upcoming
Parent Presentation Afternoome cand6t wai t f o-terrific oreationsmn display! t he § e t

I n English, we are continuing our Power DfWePiBhaw
started the writing process by looking at how Daishu created her picture book through deciding on the|six main
parts of the story, followed by a storyboard for each of the spreads. The children used these techniqués to plar
out their own picture book story. They are very excited about writing and illustrating their very own picjure
book stories and we know the children candt wlai't

| In science, we have continued our topktumhans including
AnimalsYear 3 have been learning the names of different

o bones and the names of different types of skeletons. We

3 | learnt that some animals have a skeleton on the inside (

w72 4 endoskeleton), some on the outsideegaskeleton) and so
fddondt have a skeleton at |11

="« @8 We are very much looking forward to our Egyptian Day of
: .5,. " Wednesday 16th Octobexnd welcoming parents and carefs
"~ = =to share the childrends | é&arn
"% \approximately 2.45pm.

admin@summercroft.herts.sch.uk
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Year 4

Vertebrate or Invertebrate? Vélo or Voiture?

will share this in our presentation. The children are hoping to encourage their families to make some s
changes in order to help save the rainforests. We have also begun to recreate the sounds of the rainfo
including a storm and various animals, using body percussion and instruments. The children have writt

In English, we have been busy drafting, editing and proofreading our own stories about the rabbit who
never called back from the Place Between. The children came up with their own backstories for the rab

In French, we have been learning the names for different modes of transport. We have learnt to ask ea
how we travel to school and reply with, perhay

We are coming to the end of our first music ur
Moving to the pulse, repeating rhythms and singing tunefully is certainly a lively way to start our week.
with the note G, we have begun to use glockenspiels to accompany our song.

So far, in science lessons, the children have sorted vertebrates and invertebrates into groups and been
to classification keys. These are sets of questions that help people to classify living things. In this step,
used simple keys to sort animals and plants correctly and created closed questions that can be answer

We have continued to develop our knowledge of the Amazon Rainforest and have started to think abo’ihow

told their stories, showcasing the rabbitds tf
focusing on how they present their writing and creating illustrations which are reminiscent of the originaj text.

all
st,
BN POE

express their concerns about deforestation and urge people to do everything they can to save the rainfgrest.
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either oyesdé or onodé6. Mr Beeson kindly identif
to deepen our understanding of deciduous and evergreen trees. We look forward to revisiting classific
later in the year.

Birthday List

Happy Birthday to the following children who have celebrated their birthdays recently.

Kaltle Lime Nuwairah K Maple
Joel Ash Ibrahima BD Lime
Samuel H S?lcamore Leo M Beech
Luke S Willow

Elian B Chestnut

Raza NH Ash
Ted M Beech
Frederick M Holl
Sophie R Maple
Lilly M Hazel
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Shaking Things Up and Setting Sail!
I t 8s b e epackea few weelds in ¥aar 5!

As part of ouNatural Disastetepic, the children have been learning all about earthquakdéom what causgs
them to how theydre measured. I n our penultimdte
tectonic plates and how their movements shape the Earth, linking this to the Ring of Firevarid caake
studies. The children became engineers and seismologists, designing and building their own seismographs t
detect and record vibrations before using the|Ri

analysed their results and compared them, using mathematical reasoning to draw scientific conclusiong. Whc
learning could be such a shaky business!

Meanwhile, in English, our adventure with Ernest Shackleton has taken a dramatic turn. Ehdurégitlgas
been lost to the ice, and the children, acting in role as brave crew members, have found refuge on the desola
Elephant Island. Shackleton has -
revealed his daring plan to sail 80 ,sy A = ‘“
miles across the Drake Passage i { \‘- \\ R |
James Caird lifeboat to find help. & W « -
The children have been busy
debating whether this is truly the
best idea and have written
persuasive | ett
sharing their views, using evidenc
and formal language to support th&
arguments. Will Shackleton take
advice? Only time will tefl but one
thingbs for sur
ready for whatever challenge lies
ahead!

—
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Year 6
Responsibility and Rescue?

Year 6 have had a typically busy fortnight, juggling interviews, responsibilities and performances!

We were pleased to see how many children were enthusiastic about undertaking the additional T
responsibilities of Year 6. After an application process, they took part in interviews, where Mr Jess

Dles ¢
and |

Richardson were impressed by their thoughtful ideas on our school behaviour expectations. Now thatj roles

been assigned, the children have begun carryin
role models for the school.

Speaking of rising to responsibility, the children also did a wonderful job hosting the Macmillan Coffee
Thanks so much for your support; together we raised £606 27 for this worthy cause. Your generosity
event truly special!

The children also did us proud at p
Harvest Festival: their performa
of Morning Has Brokex the front of thd
church was beautiful and heartfelt, 3
they set a wonderful example to the r
of the school.

As part of our topic, we are on our fi
push to "escape the island." Birch C
caught up on their survival skills day —— £ ==k S
Duncan and Kes from Let 6s Get Out, and, back i
pinpoint locations, as well as semaphore signals to aid communication during our escape. The childrg
turned their attention to their final challengereatively presenting these skills to parents. Will they have
enough to finally break free from the island, and wave it, and our topic, goodbye? We will find out next \

Throughout al | of t his, the children have shd
hard work and new responsibilities will continue to make them, and us, very proud.

Thank you for your support.

g

Morn
made

n hav
done
eek!

House Captain Sports Ambassador | PTA Rep Play Leader Librarian
Reuben H Gracie B Iris C Bibi WB

George A Jack T Callum F Archie C Eesher M

Jimmy C Sienna S Oliver S Skye T Ella W

Evelyn H Harper D Kaitlyn T Charlie T Ava A
Charlie D Rita U Sabrina L

Robin Joshua W Rachel P Betty C

Grace A Arthur B Asil B Vicky S

Hazel L Ollie B Prakathi M

Emily H Hunter M Rudy R
Henry M Parker CB

Woodpecker Aisha BT Helena G

Jhia P Mabel Q Madeline F

Ria S Marty C

Gabriel A

Emma G

Kingfisher

Evelyn C

Nayana T

Freya L
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SEND Updates

We would like to make you aware of some of the local support available for parents

children with SEND. %’@i* 2

You can find |l ots of articles to shemp( SEN Support |C

Please access the Developing Special Provision Locally, Area 3 (DSPL3) website and

support.

DSPL3 Websitdbeveloping Special Provision Locally (DSPHoBne
DSPL3 Facebook pagBelivering Special Provision Locally AregEast Herts | Facebook
There are also a range of other support groups, including:
SPACE HertfordshideSupporting families in Hertfordshire | Autism | ADHD | Neurodiversity

ADDvance The ADHD and AutismTHasb ur ses i nclude O6Understandi
Families in Focus | Courses for Parents, Hertfordshire

Fami | i es Feotedtve BahaviBuasftraining, courses and works %7 ﬂ
SENDIAS$ome Info, advice and support with the SEN systems. Thank you, Mrs Cook (SENCO).

Punctuality Matters!

Did you know?

The early work in our classes helps the children to embed and practise the skills that they have learnt
previously.

Our registers close at 8:55am.

Missed minutes = missed learning = missed opportunities!

Being frequently late for school means lost learning:
o Arriving 5 minutes late every day adds up to over 3 days lost each year.
o Arriving 15 minutes late every day is the same as being absent for 2 weeks a year.
o Arriving 30 minutes late every day is the same as being absent for 19 days a year.

Our school attendance policy can be fohede

at jo.willis@summercroft.herts.sch.uk.

CARERS WEEK - YOUNG CARERS
Caring about Equality

« Could someone in your family be a young carer?

« A young carer cares for a family member who, due to iliness, disability, a mental

health condition or an addiction, cannot cope without their support.

« We are proud of our young carers and the care they provide. However, a young
carer may miss out on extra support offered and opportunities in their education,
careers and personal lives due to their caring role.

« You can get them further support by contacting the Young Carers Service at Carers
in Hertfordshire.

THINK > REFER > SUPPORT oSN

- .1. . ‘ .
... email: young.carers@carersinherts.org.uk ... [ch.uk

in Hertfordshire

Facebook page linked below. There you will find a range of helpful information, advice, courses and fufther SE

ng

If you need advice or support regarding attendance or punctuality please contact our Pastoral Lead, M#s Willis,


https://herts-camhs.tfemagazine.co.uk/september-2025/events-and-training/parents-and-carers-events-and-learning-please-share
https://www.dspl3.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/dspl3/?locale=en_GB
https://spaceherts.org.uk/
https://www.add-vance.org/
https://www.familiesinfocus.co.uk/
https://familiesfeelingsafe.co.uk/
https://www.hertssendiass.org.uk/home.aspx
https://www.summercroft.herts.sch.uk/policies/
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