Summercroft News

26 September 2025

Headteacher ds Message

Dear Parents and Carers,

The children have all settled really well into their new routines and are now fully immersed in their new top
will see throughout the newsletter. We have been continuing to embed our behaviour expectations

developing our learning powers and identifying how we use them on a daily basis.

It was lovely to see many of our Year 6 parents at the Macmillan Coffee Morning today. Thanks to ever
contributed cakes and for the donations. Macmillan is a charity very close to our hearts at Summercroft an
many families and staff have benefitted from the support and service they provide. It is great to be able

money (over £150 in cash plus online donations) which we know is going to a great cause!
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Next week, we will be launching the Meet My Brain module from myHappymind, and giving the children a

additional support is available for families through the myHappymind app. Please do access these and ta
with your child at home to build on the sessions they are having in school.

Our Harvest Festival is coming upMonday 6th Octoberfor children in Year 2 to Year 6. We would love
celebrate this with as many of our school community as possible and hopefully lots of you will be able to

teacher know. Ne xt we ek, we wi | | have a represe
the children to explain to them about the work they do, how they help families locally and how we can
would welcome any of the suggested items from the Food Bank (attached separately) being donated and
school on the 6th October. These will then be distributed via the Food Bank to support local families.

Parking continues to be an issue and unfortunately we have had another near miss reported already this te
appreciate everyoneds cooperation in taking car
along the pavement. The local PCSOs and parking attendants will be increasing their visibility around scho
off and pickup times. Please ensure you leave enough time to get to school punctually to remove the rusfi
time.

The PTA will be hosting the AGM on Friday 17th October at 11:00am. This will be an opportunity to re
successes of last year and also appoint a new board. The current board are stepping down and the PTA ¢
without having this in place. Please email pta@summercroft.herts.sch.uk for further information if you are i
taking on any of the following positions: chair, -cltair, secretary or treasurer. We benefit hugely from
community events that are organised and the money that is raised to enhance the provision we have for the

I hope you all have a great weekend.
Kind regards,

Stephen Jess
Headteacher
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EYFS
I Am Unique, | Am Special, | Am Me!

Over the past week in Early Years (Nursery and Reception), we have been fi_
out about each other and what makes us unique! ‘

We read the storyThe Colour of Usy Karen KatzThe book provides a positive
and affirming look at skin colour, from an artist's perspective.-$eaenld Lena
wants to paint a picture of herself. She wants to use brown paint for her skin
when she and her mother take a walk through the neighbourhood, Lena lea
brown comes in many different shades.

We used mirrors to look at our faces and had a class discussion about our h
and eye colour and whether our hair was long or she.then used the mirrors
identify other features we have on our faces, including eyelashes and
eyebrows. We painted self portraits by selecting the colours carefully to ensu
they matched the colour of our eyes, skin and hair.

We also thought about how we are all different on the inside and have differery
likes and dislikeswe played a game to see which children liked different food
and attended different clubsWe talked about what the world would be like if
all looked the same, had the same name and liked exactly the same things.

In maths, we thought about making pairs and how a pair mean3 hecchildren ¥
matched socks to make pairs and were able to explain why it did or didn't mag
pair.

We then went on a nature treasure hunt to see if we could find the objects to
the pictures on our treasure hunt\li&.had to look closely to check that the
objects were the same colour and shape.

In Forest School, we created Nature Faces, using the natural materials we fq
outside.We were very proud of the results!

We have had a very busy week and look forward to thinking about our famili
next week! 3
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Year 1

A Flying Start!

Challenge, communication, creativity and resiliencesserethroughout Year 1 over the last couple of wee
Cherry and Chestnut Class were challenged to see who could build the tallest tower using sponge brick
Chestnut Class built a tall tower with great communication; however, when they all stepped back, the tq
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toppled to the floor. Using Chestnut Class's plan for layering the bricks, Cherry Class used this to supp@rt the

tower while also creating a basehich ultimately left them victorious! Both classes showed great sportsn
cheering each other on and giving each other adedervedhandshakat the end.

anshij

In our English lessons, we have been thinking about Jabari, the main character in our book. The childrgn wro
descriptions about how Jabari was feeling when beginning to build his flying machine. The illustrations |n the

showed Jabari building a ramp. The children used this to inspire their own design for a ramp, like true
They then used their designs to build a ramp in our outdoor garden and wrote instructions on how to b
using our 'bossy verbs'.
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In maths, we have been practising counting accurately to 10. We have practised tapping and counting ¢bject:

well as counting within a group. We have used tens frames to organsmioters and write down how many
counters we had.

We have become keen scientists, exploring our five seeg@sning with sight. The children carried out an
experiment to see who could throw the highest number of bean bags into the basket from a certain dist
al so used OHead, Shoul der s, Knees and Toesd td
over, getting quicker each time.

hnce.

In PSHE, we have discussed who our 'special people' are and created a 'trusted hand' which included adults

the children can talk to both inside and outside of school. The children also didratdséakes to be a good
friend and how we use our behaviour expectations, showing that we are Ready, Respectful and Safe.

In art, the children studied the artist, Molly Haslund. Molly creates spirals on large landscapes by using
homemade, giant compass to help sketch the spirals using different materials. The children created the
large spirals on large sheets of paper using different colours, as well as practising outside in the Year 1
using chalk.
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Year 2
All Aboard the Year 2 Train!

What a great start to Year 2 we have had! The children have settled so well into cla
have already begun to develop their independence by taking on new responsibiliti

We began our new topidhe UK by boarding the 06Summe
The children enjoyed the journey, especially the onboard snacks and entertainme
was a great way to kick off our tour of the four countries of the United Kingdom. W
be learning about the similarities and differences between each country, including
traditional food, dance, legends and landmarks.

We shared the storfir s N o a hi® EngliBhoandkhe thidren enjoyed gg
making their oO6troublesome creat urjis
with a focus on using adjectives. The children are starting to grow in confifes
with their writing and are enjoying the opportunity to share their ideas. 5

In maths, we have been revising our numbers to 100 and the children haw™=
challenged to think about how they can partition numbers into tens and org

Our science topic this half terrAigmals Including Humand we have been <
looking at how all animals have the same basic needs of air, food, water and
shelter. We then thought more closely about how these differ depending on w
the animal is a carnivore or herbivore and whether the animal is wild or a pet
links well with our class text.

It was good to see so many of you t he
make it, please feel free to come and speak to us at the door if you have any
guestions. We are looking forward to working with you this year to support th
children and give them the best opportunities to succeed!

SnowJokedThi s Tiger s Wil d!

Year 3s have jumped into their first English unit this year with the vibrant and™s
picture bookT i g er , lwrittes by BaishwMa.rCgildren have laughed at g
mi schievous Tigerds escapades and §
Dai shu has made throughout the bo
like Daishu!
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Mummy Knows Best

The children have thoroughly enjoyed learning about the wonders of Ancient.

so far- particularly the gross parts of the mummification process! Children .
discovered an Ancient Egyptian tomb in Summercroft and had the chance tog

and uncover ancient artefacts, learning about what Egyptians left in the tomb®
pharaohs and why they did so, believing objects would travel with them throu
the afterlife. Wedre very excited |
includingegyptian Dayon Wednesday 15th October.

Diary of a Summercroft Reader

Thank you for all the support pare en
pupils have started this year, taking lots of changes in their stride and showir

the school s | earning powers. Than . wh
their children and keeping their r es

see S0 many enjoying reading at home!
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Year 4

Ma mma Mi a'! Here We Go Agai né
The children have made an excellent start to the new schod tfe&yr have settled back into school life quig

and we have enjoyed getting to know them all.

Year 4 have been exploring the sights and sounds of the Amazon Rainforest as our new topic was intr
The children listened to sounds of the jungle and investigated a range of creatures as they discovered
would be studying the tropical rainforests of the world, specifically the Amazon. We began a close stud
animal eyes, practising our sketching and watercolour skills in preparation for our first piece of artwork.
children have also been learning all about the different layers of the rainfbtkestemergent layer, the

to become experts on the Amazon and prepare a presentation all about this vital rainforest and how we
protect it.

We have continued the theme of the natural
environment by finding out about living things
and their habitats in our science lessons. The
children started by looking at the characterist
of animals and then grouped examples of
vertebrates according to their features.

In English, we have ventured into a magical g
visited by a young boy called Leon. We have
performed parts of the text, experimenting wi
how we can use our voices and actions to tel
story. The children have described daring

trapeze artists, breattaking aerial silk acts an
magnificent magicians. They have advised Ld
about the reasons wh
into the magic as a volunteer, and discovere
abandoned rabbit who will become central to

our own stories ... i

(n

Music lessons have providegbgous start to ou,
week. O6Mamma Miad i s/
both EIm and Beech have put 100% effort int¢
our music lessons. We look forward to
accompanying the song with glockenspiels ar;
performing it by the end of this half term. ‘

Itdéds great to see th
made a strong start on Times Tables Rocléte &
keep up the good work! Do let us know if you

are having any problems logging in. -
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canopy, the understory and the forest flé@nd what creatures might be found in each one. Their challenge is
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Birthday List

Happy Birthday to the following children who have celebrated their birthdays recently.
Isla S Acorn Arthur C  Beech Ruby A Hazel
ElsieRose B Sycamore Ava L AE_pIe Michal W Beech
Troy B Holly Arthur B ime Charlie T Lime
Damien A Elm Sabrina L Birch Zack M Oak
Erin T Acorn Ellie K Elm Gabriel A Birch
Arlo H Holly Hiro M Chestnut Holly H Acorn
David L _Sycamore Taha K Sycamore Nahla SO  Cherry
va A Birc Sara JK Sycamore Zoe SC Ash
Nicholas W Beech Maya T aple Thibaut K Acorn
Oliver D _ Acorn Nathan S  Elm Ola-Said |  Acorn
Raheem Z Cherry Alyssa B Elm Emily P Hazel
Theo W_ Chestnut Ismael B Birch Orlando S  Elm
Dawud Q Ash LathursaR . Cherry Mae W Hazel
IslaT Sycamore Bibi W-B Birch Phoebe K Lime
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Year 5

0Through Endurance, We Congquer!ao

ltés only fitting that Sycamore and Hazel begi|n
Shackleton and tHenduranc®uring these first weeks of term, the children have stepped back to 1914,
exploring the epic voyage that set sail for the icy mysteries of Antarctica.

Using a range of primary and secondary sources, pupils have investigated the dangers and allure of the froze
continent bef or e fnEreestShackletdnTHaah chBdohassdw taken orstlee Ipdrsona af a re:
-1ife crew member and successfully 6interviewefdd
History awaits our courageous crew as they document their adventures through letters, diary entries, logbook
and poetry. Will they all return in one piece? Only time wifi telatch this space for updates from the ice!
oHaving Fun I snd6t Hard When Youdve Glot

The wise words of Arthur proved true as Sycamore and Hazel enjoyed their first library trip of the year.

some, it was the excitement of receiving their very first library card; for all, it was the pride of checking ¢
own books independently.

at home. Remember to return ore renew bool&tyctober (Sycamoregnd 8th October (Hazel) They can be
renewed online too; you will need your library card and PIN to do this. Behaviour throughout the visit w
exemplanfi polite, enthusiastic and a real credit to Summercroft. What a wonderful way to launch a ye
reading adventures!

A big thank you to parents, carers and all the children in Year 5. It has been an excellent start to the ye
the children have been a joy to teach. All of the Year 5 team are truly excited for the learning and good

Children explored the many experiences, opportunities and endless shelves of books our local library offers. |

ut the

The walk back to school buzzed with conversations about newly chosen stories, and we hope these wdre she
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Year 6

Surviving And Thriving In Year 6

part of ourSurvivors opi ¢c. Their first task was to design
been building crucial skills to help us stay alive on the island, and eventually escape!

been reflecting on what it must feel like to be an outsider in a new community. Their insight and empath
been truly impressive. Wedve al so become pi gegqd
considering whether these oftealigned birds truly deserve their bad reputation.

already gone above and beyond to demonstrate these behaviours both in and out of the classroom. As

they can turn to, both in school and beyond.

-~

What a fantastic start to Year 6! The children kicked off the term by being cast away on a deserted islafd as

a

Lime Class had a fantastic survival skills day with Duncan from Let's Get Out. They learned how to build fires
construct shelters, and navigate using both natural methods and maps. Birch Class are looking forward
rescheduled skills day dimursday 2nd OctobeMWe have also run a food preservation experiment to ensu
we stay nourished and healthy while stranded, and our First Aid workshop with Robbie taugtavirsgifkills
which wil |l be invaluable both on and off the i
survival skills, hoping to |l earn enough to esqd

to the
e

I n Engl i sh, w&idgwoethesSkyBy expleridg bottetiaedvords@nd illustrations, the children have

y has
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After a |l ong break over the summer, wedve plaged
school 6s behaviour expectations: Ready, Respedqtf f

part o

our wellbeing focus, we completed the Helping Hands activity, which reminded the children of the trustg¢d adu
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SEND Updates

We would like to make you aware of some of the local support available for parents

children with SEND. %’@i* 2

You can find |l ots of articles to shemp( SEN Support |C

Please access the Developing Special Provision Locally, Area 3 (DSPL3) website and

support.

DSPL3 Websitdbeveloping Special Provision Locally (DSPHoBne
DSPL3 Facebook pagBelivering Special Provision Locally AregEast Herts | Facebook
There are also a range of other support groups, including:
SPACE HertfordshideSupporting families in Hertfordshire | Autism | ADHD | Neurodiversity

ADDvance The ADHD and AutismTHasb ur ses i nclude O6Understandi
Families in Focus | Courses for Parents, Hertfordshire

Fami | i es Feotedtve BahaviBuasftraining, courses and works %7 ﬂ
SENDIAS$ome Info, advice and support with the SEN systems. Thank you, Mrs Cook (SENCO).

Punctuality Matters!

Did you know?

The early work in our classes helps the children to embed and practise the skills that they have learnt
previously.

Our registers close at 8:55am.

Missed minutes = missed learning = missed opportunities!

Being frequently late for school means lost learning:
o Arriving 5 minutes late every day adds up to over 3 days lost each year.
o Arriving 15 minutes late every day is the same as being absent for 2 weeks a year.
o Arriving 30 minutes late every day is the same as being absent for 19 days a year.

Our school attendance policy can be fohede

at jo.willis@summercroft.herts.sch.uk.

CARERS WEEK - YOUNG CARERS
Caring about Equality

« Could someone in your family be a young carer?

« A young carer cares for a family member who, due to iliness, disability, a mental

health condition or an addiction, cannot cope without their support.

« We are proud of our young carers and the care they provide. However, a young
carer may miss out on extra support offered and opportunities in their education,
careers and personal lives due to their caring role.

« You can get them further support by contacting the Young Carers Service at Carers
in Hertfordshire.

THINK > REFER > SUPPORT oSN

- .1. . ‘ .
... email: young.carers@carersinherts.org.uk ... [ch.uk

in Hertfordshire

Facebook page linked below. There you will find a range of helpful information, advice, courses and fufther SE

ng

If you need advice or support regarding attendance or punctuality please contact our Pastoral Lead, M#s Willis,


https://herts-camhs.tfemagazine.co.uk/september-2025/events-and-training/parents-and-carers-events-and-learning-please-share
https://www.dspl3.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/dspl3/?locale=en_GB
https://spaceherts.org.uk/
https://www.add-vance.org/
https://www.familiesinfocus.co.uk/
https://familiesfeelingsafe.co.uk/
https://www.hertssendiass.org.uk/home.aspx
https://www.summercroft.herts.sch.uk/policies/
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