Summercroft News

25thSeptember 2026
Headt eacherds Message

Dear Parents and Carers,

|l 6d |l i ke to start by welcoming our new familie
have settled in quickIly. |l &m al ways i mpressed b
our community and it has been lovely seeing new faces at the gate over the past few weeks.

expectations of Ready, Respectful and Safe, delivering lessons from our behaviour curriculum and gett
established during the first couple of weeks. | am really pleased with how well the children are model

classrooms which has been recognised by visitors | have been showing around. We know how importa
establish these expectations each term so we have a successful learning environment for the children to
year ahead.

The children have also been immersed in their first topics within their new year groups and | have loved
is a desire to learn and find out more. First hand experiences of the Survival Day for Year 6, trips to the |

Year 5 and train journeys in Year 2 are just some of the exciting hooks we have had to engage and ef
chlldren I am Iookmg forward to seelng these continue throughout the term. s

| am also delighted to share that Summercroft was awarded the Platinum School Games MV

the end of last term in recognition of the P.E. and sports delivered across the school. |

been overseen by Mr Eaton, as our PE lead, and is testament to the hard work and de«

from all staff to provide a range of sporting opportunities, both competitive and to enh. PLATINUM
participation. We know the importance of keeping the children active and Mr Eaton wil =, @
continuing to find ways to enhance this further.

The start of term has brought back the parking issues of old and | have had a number of complaints
residents about their driveways being blocked. Parents looking to use thed{Bss Zone are also unable to, d

blocked by cars parked in it. It is also illegal to park or dajpon the yellow zigzag lines to keep the immedig
area outside of school safe. | strongly encourage everyone to park safely and legally-ap@oki dropoff times
and consider the wider community when choosing where to park to keep our whole community safe.

Looking ahead, we have our Harvest Festival coming up on Monday 5th October at 2:00pm at All Saints
children in Year 2 to Year 6. Further details have been circulated separately and | look forward to seeing
you for the celebration. We are wusing this cel
would appreciate any donations to be brought to school on Monday 5th October ready for collection the
day. A representative from the food bank will be delivering an assembly to the

children on Monday and we know what an important role the food bank

in supporting local families.
Kind regards Blsuop’ssmmmnc\

Stephen Jess Helping local people in need
Headteacher

expectations in class and during unstructured times like break and lunch. There is a purposeful Iearning1 buzz

It has been a really busy and productive start back to the new academic year. We have prioritised setting tﬁhavin
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EYFS

Little Footsteps, Big Adventures

What an incredible and busy first couple of weeks we have had in Early Years! We are so proud of

how ou

wonderful Nursery and Reception children have settled into school life. There have been so many biglsmiles,

of excited chatter, and amazing discoveries learning through our play.

Starting school is a huge step and the children have taken it all in their stride! It has beearh@ag td
watch new friendships blossom across the classrooms. From sharing toys in the construction area to
during carpet time, the children are already learning what it means to be kind and caring friends.

We have been busy learning the routines of our school day. The children are doing a fantastic job
where to hang their coats and bags, how to line up quietly, and how to help tidy away at the end of the

The children have had lots of fun exploring their new environnémreative and sensory areas have b
popular with the childrenThey have loved diving into playdough, building tall towers, creating masterpi
the markmaking table, and getting lost in stories in our cosy reading nofes. Nursery and Recept
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gardens have been full of energy, come rain or shine. The children have loved splashing, diggifg, ridin

climbing, and making some delicious delights in the mud kitchen. Outdoor play is such a vital part g
helping everyone build physical confidence while exploring the natural world and our wellies have b
worn already!

We are looking forward to delving further into our new topiciazing Melover the coming weeks.
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Year 1

Collaboration in Chestnut and Cherry classes

To launch oWuilding Togethenit, we challenged the children to see which cle
could build the tallest tower. When their brick towers swayed, the children wg
together to stabilise their constructions, with some even thinking to use chaires
them reach higher. The children passed bricks collaboratively and showed g
resilience when their towers fell down. The team spirit was brilliant! During C
some children chose to hone their skills by practising with Jenga blocks, thin
carefully about the size of the tower's base.

Our class text is about a boy called Jabari who wants to
I construct a ramp to fly his machine. We have followed h
sl 1l 1 example and planned our own towers using squared pa
— 4 ﬁ just like real engineers! The children are looking forwarc 5
¥ constructing their towers in Design and Technology using the
joining techniques they have learnt.

In maths, we have been focusing on counting objects accurately. We practised liffing ther
up and counting as we touched them, discovering that if we count too fast, we bgcome
inaccurate! We also looked at groups of objects and worked out if we could compare
them by matching. We found it much easier to move the objects together to matgh them
up.

The children have been familiarising themselves with their new handwriting books. We have worked hiard on t
64 Psd in handwriting | essons: posture, correjct

Excitement was high when the children had their first computing lesson! Working in small groups, they learnt |
to log onto Purple Mash and created their own avatars. PE was another exciting first and a great oppdrtunity
for teamwork. The children worked well to control the parachute, and had great fun trying to beat Medusa to
get the treasur@ if Medusa caught them moving, they were sent back to the beginning! Finally, we have been
incredibly impressed by the children's independence when getting changed into their PE Kits.

Birthday List

Happy Birthday to the following children who have celebrated their birthdays recently.
Michaela B Elm Orlanda S Sycamore o
Zack M Maple Thiabaut K illow o ®
HaseebZ Acorn Magnus L Elm ole ‘ o “° \
Zoe SC Cherry  Jack F Acorn R LA IR LT
Nahla SO8 C Oak Lilly P Holly Wy BHH
Holly H Willow Oliver B Acorn
Ireoluwa GS Ash Joel W Chestnut R e ¢
Emily Powell Birch Samuel H Lime

ae'W Lime Blake J Acorn

01279 307477 www.summercroft.herts.sch.uk

admin@summercroft.herts.sch.uk



SS9 M 25th September 2026

Year 2

All Aboard!

What a great start to Year 2 we have had! The children have settled so well into class and hale
already begun to develop their independence by taking on new responsibilities.

We started the year by reading the bodRdd Dog Outoy Rob Biddulph, which has a hidden
meaning, celebrating how we are all different but unique in our own way. The children had a

wonderful time creating their own unique and different dog, which are now proudly displayed |n the

KS1 corridor.

We began our new topifhe UKby boar ding the 6Summercroft

E x

were shocked to find the classroom had transformed into our very own train. They enjoyed the journe

especially the onboard snacks and enterta

nm

return journey! Over the next few weeks, we will be learning about the similarities and differerjces
between England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland, with a focus on traditional food, darfce,

legends and famous landmarks.

In maths, we have been revising our numbers to 100, particularly, finding one more and less and
counting in 10s. The children have been challenged to think about how they can flexibly partion
numbers into tens and ones. It is lovely to see lots of children using Sumdog at home to supgort thei

maths furthed thank you for supporting this. Please do speak to us if you have any problems.

We enjoyed the storr s No a hios Poglkiesls and the chil drje
creaturesd6. We had creatures with multiplege

Our science topic this half terriemals Including Humand we have been looking at how all

animals have the same basic needs of air, food, water and shelter. We then thought more clogely

about how these differ depending on whether the animal is a carnivore or herbivore.
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Year 3

Tomb Raiders
Year 3 has got off to a flying start with a tomb raid!

Last week saw Maple and Apple Class become immersed in the world of the Ancient Egyptians. Our {i
started off with the children | earning about
Tutankhamen. The children then undertook the role of an Egyptologist and went back in time to explo

rst topi
How
e adar

dusty and possibly cursed tomb! They had to explore the tomb with torches and look closely at the arfefacts
they found. Luckily, none of the children were overcome by poisonous gases whilst exploring the toml, nor

encountered a booby trapThe children continued their learning to focus on the gifts of the River Nile.
discovered that the Nile was important to Ancient Egyptians because when the river flooded each ye
the soil fertile that enabled the Egyptians to grow and make many things, such as flax for clothing and
for paper. To draw together their learning, the children made 3D models of the Nile and all the gifts it g
Ancient Egyptians.

We are well underway with our first CLPE t&kte Three Billy Goats GrnffMac Barnett. The children havé
impressed us with their knowledge of traditional tales, confidently discussing the features they have in
They have written some thoughtful sentences to describe the swamp, where the troll lives, focusing of
want their reader to feel when reading their sentent®e.read an original version of the story and in grot
of four, the children created their own role plays of the story. It was great to see them all join in with
enthusiasm.

Our first science topic $keletonfnotForcess per the Topic Web). We will be looking at both human and

e
it mad

papyru
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commc
how th

ps

animal skeletons, learning the names of some of our bones and their functions. The children have impressed

with their knowledge. Did you know there are 206 bones in an adult human skeleton?

We have been very impressed with how well the children have settled into Year 3 and thank you for st
with this.
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Year 4

The children have made an excellent start to the new schod@ ye

Ma mma Mi a'! Here We Go AQigw® ¢
‘, ‘//\\

. nt star / nt-. (\3\\

they have settled back into school life quickly and we have enjo Q.’g/,@ O &

getting to know them all. Y = —7
Year 4 have been exploring the sights and sounds of the Amaz{ ’ (@,
Rainforest as our new topic was introduced. The children listen¢ = * =

sounds of the jungle and investigated a range of creatures as ttiey

discovered that we would be studying the tropical rainforests of the world, specifically the Amgazon.
We began a close study of animal eyes, practising our sketching and watercolour skills in preparatior
for our first piece of art work. The children have also been learning all about the different laydrs of

the rainfores® the emergent layer, the canopy, the understorey and the forestflmad what

creatures might be found in each one. Their challenge is to become experts on the Amazon and

prepare a presentation all about this vital rainforest and how we can proteg™

We have continued the theme of the natural environment by starting our to
grouping and classifying living things in science |
lessons. The children started by identifying and
sorting animals based on their features and ther# &
moved on to identify and name familiar animals m

from insect, spider and sdiftdied invertebrate Ay
groups. ’iﬁ// o

)

In English, we have ventured into a magical circus visited by a young boy called Leon. We haye
performed parts of the text, experimenting with how we can use our voices and actions to telljthe

story. The children have described daring trapeze artists, btakithg aerial silk acts and

magni ficent magicians. They have advised Leol

the magic as a volunteer and discovered an abandoned rabbit who will become central to oun
stories...

Music |l essons have provided a joyous star
both EIm and Beech have put 100% effort into our music lessons. We look forward to accomy
the song with glockenspiels and performing it by the end of this half term.
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Year 5

Breaking The Ice In Year 5

Pupils have made a fantastic start to life in Year 5, taking on Ngsss
routines and expectations well, even with new staff members.
been great to see everyone building relationships within their
classes while consistently demonstrating our core school po
Ready, Respectful and Safe.

Thereds No Business Li

In English, we have kicked off our new unit realihga c k | e
Journeyy William Grill, diving straight into the study of Antarctii®

As part of the adventure, pupils are joining the crew of the historic

expedition. They researched the exact skills and experience needed for various roles, then put their p
skills to the test in interviews with "Mr. Shackleton" and "Mr. Wild." We are thrilled to report that everyq
passed with flying colours and got the job! Please ask your child which crew member they are playing
what vital role they hold onboard the Endurance.

Warm Welcomes On A Cold Expedition

We would like to give a warm welcome to Miss. Ricci, a teacher trainee who will be joining Hazel Clas

Prsuasic
ne
and

5 this

year alongside Mr. Webb. She has already been introduced to the pupils and is looking forward to helping

them make great progress and working closely with parents throughout the year.
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